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and water are to some extent restricted, but the air is every-
where and is free.
"In viewing the coming years from the point of view of
aviation, one paramount fact stands out in bold relief. Transport
in the future is going to be largely by air. The whole
spirit of the world is changing and its problems are new. Speed
is the dominant keynote of life—speed and energy. A new
calling has come into being, which is really the spirit of the old
pioneers aflame in a new form—transport by air, the uninter-
rupted navigable ocean that conies to the threshold of every
man's door.
"Civil and commercial aviation is the modern way that
opens up a vast field of enterprise, a new field for the rising
generation, and one with unlimited scope. Nations and in-
dividuals are acquiring an air sense, and soon the entire globe
will be covered with an organised network of air lines.
"This problem of the air and transport has an immediate
bearing on our own daily lives. To die initiated, the expert
and the visionary, our present-moment systems of transport
are already archaic. Those who know and have travelled the
airways of the world can feel not a little amused at the elaborate
efforts to dissipate the traffic congestion of our streets, for the
simple reason that aerial science is solving that vexed problem,
and in no uncertain manner. The time when the transport of
to-day will be largely superseded is well within view; it is
no more the dream of a Jules Verne, but a definite certainty.
"Just as we no longer see the hackney carriage, the horse
omnibus or the cable tram, so in the near future we shall
largely be bereft of the stately motor-car, the motor-'bus de
luxe, and that akeady effete method of transportation—the
tramway-car.
"Mr. Smith, who works hard in the city, but lives at Sur-
biton, will not think it at all unnatural to step into his mass-
production aeroplane and hop home minus the discomforts
of crowded railway carriages. Indeed, should it be a nice,
summer evening, Mr. Smith will not hurry straight home to
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